
UofL student wants to 
hear about your ticks 
   A University of Louisville student 
is studying the distribution of tick-
borne illnesses in Kentucky and 
wants local citizen input. Dana 
McKenzie of Winchester is particu-
larly interested in surveying Critten-
den County residents, since 
Crittenden has what she says is the 
highest prevalence proportion of 
tick-borne illnesses in the state. She 
is writing a thesis for geography 
coursework and has created a study 
to identify key factors in tick-borne 
disease distribution throughout 
Kentucky. Using a smartphone, scan 
the QR code above to take her sur-
vey, which asks respondents about 
their use of tick repellant, repellant 
clothing and their history of tick 
bites. The survey takes about two 
minutes to complete. McKenzie will 
be in Marion this weekend doing re-
search for her study. 
 
 
 

Crittenden Populations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comparing Counties 
  POPULATION BELOW POVERTY LEVEL 

The following figures are based 
on 2016-2020 American Commu-
nity Survey data showing the per-
centage of each county’s 
population living below 150% of 
poverty level.  
Webster  . . . . . . . . . . . . .31.6% 
Crittenden  . . . . . . . . . . .27.8% 
Caldwell  . . . . . . . . . . . . .27.4% 
Union  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26.6% 
Livingston . . . . . . . . . . . .22.8% 
Lyon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.7% 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Marion City Council will meet 
in special session at 5 p.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 22. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
on Tuesday, Feb. 27 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 2 p.m., Thurs-
day, Feb. 29 at Marion City Hall. 
This will be a special meeting for 
the purpose of discussing radio 
room equipment movement to the 
new radio room.  

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
will meet on a different day of the 
month than normal during March. 
Magistrates will meet at 8:30 a.m., 
on Tuesday, March 19 at the 
County Officie Complex. 
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BY THE NUMBERS

Hiding on 
cell phone 
is not right 

 
Your government is 

wanting to dismantle the 
public’s right to know, 
partly by saying commu-
nications in a text mes-
sage are protected by 
privacy laws even when 
those communications   
circumvent laws to pro-
vide transparency in gov-
erning. 

A recent 
opinion piece 
written by Jon 
Fleischaker 
and Michael 
Abate is mak-
ing its way 
across the 
common-
wealth and it 
bears printing 
here. 
Fleishaker 
has been around for a 
long time and helped craft 
Kentucky’s very good 
open meetings and open 
records laws back in the 
1970s right after Water-
gate when it became clear 
that backroom politics 
was for mobsters and had 
no place in the govern-
ment of and for the peo-
ple. 

“It’s become an annual 
tradition in Frankfort: a 
new bill designed to chip 
away at the government 
transparency Kentucky 
citizens have enjoyed for 
nearly 50 years under the 
Open Records Act. This 
year’s bill – HB 509, en-
dorsed by Speaker David 
Osborne and others in 
House leadership – is dif-
ferent, though. It would 
completely eviscerate the 
public’s right to know 
even the most basic 
things about what the 
government is doing in its 
name,” Fleischaker and 
Abate have written. 

They go onto to say the 
following: 

“How would it accom-
plish this goal? Primarily 
by changing the definition 
of what a “public record” 
is. Today, that definition 
is clear: any record pre-
pared, owned, used, pos-
sessed, or retained by a 
public agency, regardless 
of its form (paper or elec-
tronic), what it says, or 
where it is stored. Sure, 
agencies can claim that 
records are exempt from 
disclosure under other 
provisions of the law, but 
the agency must search 
for the records, admit 
they exist, and explain 
why they should not be 
released.  

“Not under the new law, 
however. Legislators are 
proposing to smuggle var-
ious limitations and ex-
clusions into the 
definition of “public 
record” – opening the 
door to mischief and mis-
direction by public agen-
cies. Under HB 509, 
nothing would be a “pub-
lic record” unless it docu-
ments a “transaction” or 
“final action” of a public 
agency. Those terms are 
not defined by the law, 
but it’s easy to see how 
they will be abused.” 

The public has a right 
to know about its employ-
ees and what is in their 
personnel files. Whether it 
be teachers, police, 
coaches, dog catchers, 
mayors, judges or jailers, 
public employees work for 
the public and their per-
sonnel files are yours.  
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About Town

Enrollment 

- Absentees 

+  Trends  

= Concern

10% of County’s Children Educated in Homeschools 

School leaders taking note 
of classrooms’ new figures 
BY ALLISON EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Absentee figures in Critten-
den County schools are 
among the highest in six 
years and enrollment is wan-
ing a bit, causing Crittenden 
County Board of Education 
and school administrators to 
take a closer look at how 
these trends can be inter-
preted.  

In addition to concern over 
missed instruction, there are 
financial ramifications, too, 
since public school funding is 
tied to average daily atten-
dance. 

Heavy absenteeism is a 
mystery to school officials, 
but they beleive it can be tied 
to post-pandemic mentality. 
During the COVID years, par-
ents were asked to keep chil-
dren at home if there was any 
hint of sickness. That pan-
demic practice, school offi-
icals believe, has contributed 
to today’s chronic abesen-
teeism. 

Part of the decline in an-
nual enrollment is a growing 
number of parents who are 
choosing to homeschool. Cit-
ing everything from safety 
concerns to post-COVID 
health fears, more children 
are being schooled at home 
across the state, which comes 
with worries because Ken-
tucky has few guardrails in 
place for homeschools. Ac-
countability is lacking and 
longtime educators say it’s 
unclear whether all of those 
students are getting an ade-
qate education.  

Currently there are 122 
homeschooled students in 

Crittenden County. They be-
long to 75 different families. 
Their number has increased 
by 35 students since the end 
of last school year, according 
to Diana Lusby, director of 
pupil personnel. Today’s 
home school population 
across the commonwealth 
has more than doubled over 
the past seven years, accord-
ing to the Office of Educa-
tional Accountability. In 
2017, there were 54 Critten-
den County children in home-
schools. 

“Regulations need to be 
tightened, (parents) need to 
be accountable,” said Super-
intendent Tonya Driver. 

Some question whether all 
home school students are get-
ting a complete education and 
whether they will be prepared 

for college or the local labor 
force upon graduation. 

Certainly some will, but 
there are alarmingly few indi-
cators being tracked and 
there is no accountability. 

“We have some quality 
home school programs in our 
community,” Crittenden 
County Board of Education 
Chairman Chris Cook said. 
“The contributions that they 
make to our community and 
its workforce are appreciated 
as well.” 

Marion residents Michelle 
and Corey Crider have home 
schooled four children. Their 
oldest child at high school 
graduation had accumulated 
33 college credit hours and 
was awarded a full academic  
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Census    Population 
1850            6,351 
1860            8,796 
1870            9,381 
1880          11,688 
1890          13,119 
1900          15,191 
1910          13,296 
1920          13,125 
1930          11,931 
1940          12,115 

Census    Population 
1950          10,818 
1960            8,648 
1970            8,493 
1980            9,207 
1990            9,196 
2000            9,384 
2010            9,315 
2020            8,990 
2024*          9,065 

*Estimate

STAFF REPORT 
A flourishing relationship 

with legendary Grand Ole 
Opry star Jeannie Seely has 
opened many doors for Mar-
ion’s budding bluegrass band, 
Cutter and Cash and The 
Kentucky Grass. Now, it’s 
bringing them onto the grand-
est stage in country music. 

Cutter and Cash Singleton 
and the rest of their five-piece 
band will be joining Seely at 
the Grand Ole Opry on Satur-
day, April 6. 

“We still can’t believe this is 
going to happen,” said Cutter 
Singleton, the band’s 
spokesperson and lead 
singer. “This is literally the 
stuff we have been dreaming 

about and praying about 
since we were five or six years 
old.” 

Almost one charter bus load 
of tickets has already been 
sold as the community rallies 
behind the group’s success.  

“It just makes it even more 
special that our hometown 
folks will be there. I can’t 
wait,” Singleton added. “This 

is the pinnacle of our careers 
right now, but we’re still in 
high school.” 

Followers are certain this 
will not be the peak of the 
group’s success, but it is a 
significant milestone. 

“We’re not nervous about it, 
but it’s just like ‘Wow,’” added 
the entrainer. “This is a stage 
where Hank Williams Sr., 
Johnny Cash and Dolly Par-
ton have stood, and there will 
be little old Cutter and Cash.” 

The group will fill part of a 
15-minute segment led by 
Seely, who is a regular on the 
Opry. They will perform their 
single, a remake of historic  
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Cutter, Cash & The Kentucky Grass 

Grand Ole Opry: Here we come!



For the first time in 14 
years, Crittenden County 
High School will have a 
representative competing 
at the state Governor’s 
Cup academic competi-
ton. 

Senior Marley Phelps 
will represent the 
Rockets in the composi-
tion event March 8-11 in 
Louisville. 

Phelps was a member 
of the 2024 Paducah Sun 
All-District 4 Team, earn-
ing 5 points as the dis-

trict's com-
p o s i t i o n 
champion. 
She was 
joined by 
teammate 
A a r o n 
A d a m s , 
who was 
the dis-
trict's arts and human-
ities champion. 

The last CCHS student 
to go to state was Levi 
Palmer in 2009 and 2010 
in science.

Osburn 
Greta Fern Osburn, 

77, of Fredonia, died 
Sunday, Feb. 18, 2024 at 
Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilita-
t i o n 
Center. 

She en-
joyed play-
ing the 
piano at 
Baker Bap-
tist Church 
and was a 
member of Salem Baptist 
Church. She had been 
employed by the Sturgis 
Pants Factory for many 
years and retired from 
the Crittenden County 
Convalescent Center. In 
her spare time, she en-
joyed the outdoors and 
spending time with her 

grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Surviving are two 
daughters, Alicia Thorn-
ton of Fredonia and Vicki 
Berry of Marion; a sister, 
Amy Bell of Marion; two 
brothers, Richard New-
com of Illinois and Phil 
Newcom of Arkansas; 
three grandchildren, Jor-
dan Murray, Dyllan 
Thornton and Brynna 
McDowell; and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
William Stross and Mina 
Scott Newcom; a brother, 
David Newcom; and a 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r , 
Shawnna Murray. 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Friday, Feb. 23 at Myers 
Funeral Home. Friends 
may visit with family 
from 10 a.m., until serv-
ice time. Burial will follow 
in Mapleview Cemetery. 
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Barfield estate aids shelter 
The estate of the late Susan Barfield made a sizeable 
donation last week to the Mary Hall Ruddiman shelter. 
Barfield, a lover of animals – especially cats – made do-
nations to the shelter throughout her lifetime, and re-
quested a sizeable check be presented upon her death. 
Paula Porter, executrix of Barfield’s estate, made a do-
nation last week to MHR representative, Kristi Beavers. 

Phelps writes path to 
state Governor’s Cup

Phelps

Booth rental has been 
robust at Marion and 
Company, with 80 per-
cent occupied ahead of 
the new business’ March 
1 opening. 

Marion and Company 
is located inside the 
former Conrad’s Food 
Store building on South 
Main Street in Marion. It 
features 71 booth spaces 
operating like an antique 
mall but modern and up-
scale, according to owner 
Mindy Withrow. 

“We say it is boutique, 
antiques and more,” 

Withrow said. 
“It’s like an an-
tique mall, but 
definitely not a 
flea market.” 

Withrow and 
her husband 
Kent have transformed 
the building inside and 
out with paint, new light-
ing, new heating and air 
and roof repairs. A 
Brunch of Sandwiches, 
the building’s first ten-
ant, will continue to offer 
fresh sandwiches, 
burgers, pizzas and daily 
specials and offer ex-

tended hours. 
The Withrows 

traveled a two-
hour radius of 
Marion prior to 
embarking on 
the Marion and 

Company project to get 
ideas. 

Some of the committed 
booth rentals are a des-
sert business, soap and 
candle vendor, t-shirt 
and embroidery, outdoor 
yard ornaments, quilts, 
antiques and more. A 
company that sells grass 
fed beef will rent a freezer 

section of the former 
grocery building, and 
Withrow said there are 
pork and poultry farmers 
who have indicated an 
interest in doing the 
same. 

Flea market days will 
have their place as well, 
with tent rentals in the 
parking lot certain times 
a year. 

Marion and Company 
will be open 10 a.m.-6 
p.m., Tuesday through 
Saturday and noon-5 on 
Sunday. 

Marion mall opening March 1
Marion & Company

Boutiques

Antiques & more

A Kinship Care sup-
port group will meet  
March 5 in Marion in an 
effort to provide a com-
munity for adults raising 
“fictive kin.” 

Fictive kin is the name 
given to adults who are 
raising friends’ children. 
The group meets at the 
Crittenden County Ex-
tension Office the second 
Tuesday of each month.  

Rebecca Woodall, Crit-
tenden County’s Family 
and Consumer Sciences 
Agent, said family today 
can look differently than 
a two-parent makeup. 
When children cannot 
safely remain with their 
parents, grandparents or 
other relatives, often-
times family friends step 
in to help raise them.  

“I just want people to 
know that they are not 
alone, and that there are 
so many in this situ-
ation,” Woodall said. 

Today over 96,000 
Kentucky kids live in 
kinship care. The Kin-
ship Families Coalition of 
Kentucky provides emo-
tional support and 
awareness to issues sur-

rounding fictive kin living 
arrangements. 

Through the Kinship 
Families Coalition, 
friends raising friends’ 
children can be con-
nected to quality re-
sources to ensure 
children in their care 
thrive into adulthood.  

Woodall said local kin-
ship care support group 
sessions offer fun activ-
ities, a resourceful book 
study and an opportu-
nity to connect with like-
minded individuals.  

There are three types 
of kinship care in Ken-
tucky, ranging from in-
formal arrangements of 
children living with rel-
atives or close family 
members; kinship care 
resulting from the remo-
val of children from their 
family home as a result 
of action by the Cabinet 
for Health and Family 
Services (CHFS); or foster 
care in which child cus-
tody is maintained by 
CHFS. 

 Get more information 
about the program by 
contacting Woodall at 
(270) 965-5236. 

Kinship Care group 
supports area adults 

Parish’s El Nino 1st 
Rhett Parish (left) of Marion won first place Feb. 16 in 
the National Farm Machinery Show’s Championship 
Tractor Pull’s 10,200 pound pro stock tractor class. He 
finished sixth in the Louisville finals Feb. 17. He is the 
third generation to drive El Nino, the name given to the 
family’s pulling tractor by the late Larry Parish. Pic-
tured (from left) are Parish, his father Philip, mother Na-
talie and sister Cali following the Feb. 16 competition.

Several Crittenden and 
Livingston county stu-
dents were recognized on 
the Dean's List for the 
Fall 2023 semester at 
West Kentucky Com-
munity and Technical 
College. 

To be named to the 
Dean's List, a full-time 
student must earn at 
least a 3.5-grade point 
average.  

Recognized were: Kylie 
Collins, Entry Level Phar-
macy Technology; Jen-
nifer Daugherty, Health 
Science Technology; Ash-
leigh Dunkerson, Dia-
gnostic Medical 
Sonography; Alexandra 
Waters, Cosmetologist; 
Nicole Adams, Associate 

in Science; Lyllian Wes-
molan, Associate in Arts; 
Cameron Baker, Visual 
Communication Mul-
timedia; Mason Fuller, 
Associate in Arts; Tyler 
Suits, Associate in 
Science; Julia Adams, 
NoMariah Hall of Prince-
ton, KY: Business Ad-
ministration; Hannah 
Birk, Associate in 
Science,; Carly Guess, 
Advanced Level Phar-
macy Tech; Blake Martin, 
Associate in Arts; and 
Rosa Gilland, Business 
Administration. 

WKCTC students on dean’s list
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scholarship to Murray 
State University last fall.  
Homeschooling parents 
are required to track 
their children’s achieve-
ments, but there is no 
clearinghouse to verify or 
assimilate results. Be-
cause of that there are 
many questions as to 
whether  an adequate 
education is being pro-
vided for all home-
schooled children. 
Academic success of stu-
dents enrolled in public 
schools is measured and 
tracked. School districts 
are held to educational 
standards that are veri-
fied by various metrics, 
including testing. 

“It’s not just about 
education, but about the 
associations kids have 
with other kids and 
adults. It’s about teach-
ing kids to be part of a 
community,” said former 
Crittenden County Board 
of Education chairman 
Keith Hart, who has a 
college degree in educa-
tion. “Many home 
schooled students have 
no rules or interaction 
with adults and I don’t 
think it’s best for their 
future.” 

Enrollment in Crit-
tenden County Schools 
was 1,299 as of last 
week, the first time in six 
years it has been below 
1,300. That could be at-
tributed to a declining 
local population; ho-
wever, the increase in 
home school attendance 
is certainly a contrib-
uting factor, educators 
say. About 10 percent of 
the county’s school-age 
children are in home-
schools.  

“As we see our overall 
enrollment numbers and 
overall daily attendance 
decline along with the 
overall population of Crit-
tenden County, it is ex-
tremely concerning to 
us,” said board chairman 
Chris Cook. “We want to 
help reverse these trends 
by striving to be the 
schools of choice for our 
area and to offer an at-
mosphere with program-
ming that makes 
students want to come to 
our schools every day.  

“Our goal is to contin-
ually reinvent what an 
education looks like and 
offer that in Crittenden 
County Schools.”   

Public relations offi-
cials across western Ken-
tucky have launched a  
campaign aimed at high-
lighting resources and 
opportunities in public 
education.  

School officials say 
some of those include 
partnerships with area 
businesses to prepare 
students for career paths 
in welding and medical 
fields, opportunities to 
explore the arts, athletics 
and agriculture – things 
already offered to Crit-
tenden County students. 

February 28 has been 
designated as "Wear Red 
for Public Ed Day" across 
western Kentucky to 
show solidarity and sup-
port for public education. 

“While homeschool is 
an option for some, most 
students benefit from the 
collaborative nature and 
support systems that 
public schools afford 
their students,” Lusby 
said. 

Hart echoed those 
thoughts, pointing to ex-
tracurricular involvement 
in clubs and athletics of-
fered to public school 
students. 

The Washington Post 
published “Home School-
ing’s Rise from Fringe to 
Fastest-Growing Form of 
Education” in October 
2023, citing a 56-percent 
increase in homeschool 
enrollment in Kentucky 
since 2018. 

In Crittenden County, 
homeschooling is up 47 
percent since 2018, ac-
cording to The Post. Last 
year,   there were 84 
home schooled students 
in Crittenden County, 
compared to 55 in Lyon 
County; 89 in Livingston; 
129 in Union and 128 in 
Caldwell counties. 

Despite claims that the 
homeschooling boom is a 
result of failing public 
schools, The Post’s inves-
tigative reporting found 
no correlation between 
school district quality as 
measured by standard-
ized test scores and 
home-schooling growth.  

“In fact, high-scoring 
districts had some of the 
biggest spikes in home 
schooling early in the 
pandemic, though by the 
fall of 2022 increases 
were similar regardless of 
school performance,” The 
Post reported. 

An August 2023 Post-
Schar poll of parents of 
homeschooled children 

found that concern about 
school environment, 
moral instruction, dissat-
isfaction with academic 
instruction, concern 
about school shootings 
and bullying were top 
reasons for leaving public 
schools. 

“Personally, I did not 
want to give away my 
child for seven hours a 
day,” said Michelle 
Crider, the local home-
schooling mother. “There 
has been no concern over 
socialization, because my 
kids are very social in 
several activities.” 

The Criders are 
members of the West 
Kentucky Christian 
Home Educators, an as-
sociation comprised of 
families from a multi-
county area. There are 16 
Crittenden County fam-
ilies in the coalition, 
which shares teachers 
and resources and holds 
classes in Marion each 
Friday. 

Having the freedom to 
share the couple’s Bib-
lical world view, develop 
relationships and shep-
herd their children 
through the educational 
process were motivating 
factors for the Criders. 

When rigor of course-
work increased for their 
high school student, the 
Criders and two other 
families hired a retired 
physics teacher to facili-
tate labs and simulate 
classroom environments. 

Kentucky’s governance 
of homeschools, accord-
ing to the Legislative Re-
source Commission’s 
Office of Educational Ac-
countability, requires 
parents to: 

•Notify the local board 
of education annually of 
their intention to home-
school; 

•Keep attendance and 
“scholarship,” or report 
cards; 

•Teach 1,062 hours of 
instruction over at least 
170 days; and 

•Teach reading, writ-
ing, spelling, grammar, 
history, math, science 
and civics. 

Public school district 
directors of pupil person-
nel have the authority to 
monitor notifications of 

homeschool enrollment; 
request and review atten-
dance and grade reports 
and refer cases to the 
cabinet, police, prosecut-
ing attorneys or courts if 
educational neglect is 
suspected. 

Crittenden County Su-
perintendent Tonya 
Driver said the district 
will explore those options 
with guidance from legal 
counsel.  
Chronic absenteeism 

Lusby said an atten-
dance report from early 
February showed 92.8 
percent average daily at-
tendance in Crittenden 
County, the lowest since 
2018.  

Currently, 24 percent 
of the district’s students 
are chronically absent. 
Chronic absenteeism is 
defined by the Kentucky 
Department of Education 
as missing 10 percent of 
the school year. 

School officials want to 
determine what is driving 
poor attendance habits 
and what can be done to 
reverse the trend. 

Managing truancy is a 
responsiblity of each 
public school district. 
School age children are 
required by law to be in 
school if they are enrolled 
in public education. 
Their parents can be held 
legally liable, and Crit-
tenden County School 
District is already seek-
ing court orders to com-
pel some parents to make 
sure their chronically-ab-
sent students get to 
class. 

Lusby is director of 
pupil personnel for Crit-
tenden County. She said 
Family Resource and 
Youth Services staff do 
home visits to combat 
truancy. 

School officials believe 
residual effects from the 
pandemic may be partly 
to blame for today’s non-
attendance figures. 

“There is a different 
philosophy or mindset,” 
Driver said, speaking of 
post-pandemic behav-
iors. “It used to be we 
would say if you are snif-
fling, come to school but 
when the pandemic hap-
pened, they were told if 
they had any symptom to 
stay home. 

“Now we’re trying to get 
back to the guidance that 
if you don’t have a fever 
you should come to 
school. We gave some-
thing away and it is hard 
to take it back,” the su-
perintendent adds. 

Lusby said lower atten-
dance is an issue across 
the state, not just here. 

Crittenden County 
Middle School this year 
consistently has had one 
of the district’s best daily 
attendance percentages. 
Students with good at-
tendance are rewarded 
with simple treats like 
freedom to sit where they 
want at lunchtime. In her 
experience, Lusby said 
incentives for good atten-
dance work better than 
punishment. 

Before the pandemic, 
strict enforcement of 
chronic absenteeism was 
stressed and was work-
ing after the district was 
seeing a 26 percent 
chronic absenteeism 
rate. Then COVID-19 
struck. Officials appear 
poised to resume en-
forcement measures if at-
tendance continues to 
wane. 

Teacher attendance is 
down as well since the 
pandemic, Lusby said. 
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Tuesday, Feb. 20 
• Time Well Spent meets at 2 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Extension Annex. Participants explore com-
mon reasons for procrastination and learn to identify 
and combat procrastination tendencies. Call (270) 
965-5236 to register.  
Thursday, Feb. 22 
• Cooking Club meets at 1:30 p.m., at the Extension 
Annex.  
• Pesticide Applicator Training begins at 6.p.m., at the 
Crittenden County Extension Annex. Call the Exten-
sion office to register at 270-965-5236.  
Friday, Feb. 23 
• Students in CCES’ third- and fourth-grade drama 
club will perform “The Reluctant Dragon,” at 6 p.m., at 
Fohs Hall. 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 
• Get recipes and learn the basics of making sour-
dough bread at 5:30 p.m., at the Lions Club Agriculture 
Building at the fairgrounds in Marion. Cost is $5 for a 
starter and free if not. Call (270) 965-5236 to register. 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 
• CCMS SBDM will meet at 3:45 in the principal’s of-
fice. 

February is the month 
for love, an appropriate 
time for students at Crit-
tenden County Elemen-
tary to celebrate their 
love for school through 
an “I Love My School” 
writing contest. 

Second- through fifth-
grade students partici-
pated in the contest, 
saying teachers make 
them feel safe, included 
and loved. They enjoy 
being with their friends, 
and say their principals, 
janitors and lunch ladies 
are amazing. 

Second grader Chase 
Winders praises the free 
food in the cafeteria and 
playing football and “all 
the math we learn.” 

“My school is awesome 
because it improves my 
intelligence by doing so 
much work,” wrote third-
grader Blake Beck. 

One of the reasons 
fourth-grader Waylon 
Wood loves his school is 
because of the food 
served in the cafeteria. 

“The food is too good to 
explain,” he said. 

Dakota Conner shared 
a joke in his essay. 

“Do you love school? I 
sure love mine. I think it 
is the best school! I love 
my school so much. 
Wanna hear a joke? Why 
is a snake’s favorite sub-
ject? Hissssstory!,” he 
said. 

Fifth-grader Kyrie 

Bloodworth said teachers 
are kind, loving and 
make everyone feel spe-
cial, as well as equal and 
unique. Her friends, she 
said, are great students 
because CCES is raising 
them as good humans. 

“Being raised here has 
had and will continue to 
have a great effect on 
how our students act and 
feel,” she wrote, adding 
that the janitors encour-
age students to do their 
best, while also doing a 
great job keeping their 
school clean. 

Principal Sarah Riley 
received accolades from 
fifth-grader Addie Nelson. 

“Mrs. Riley is the best 
principal I have ever had 

and that’s saying some-
thing, because I have 
been at many schools be-
fore. She is just the ni-
cest! She has fun 
assemblies and she just 
brings so much fun to 
CCES,” Nelson wrote.  

Most importantly, Nel-
son said, CCES is shap-

ing her into the person 
she is today. 

“Our teachers and 
school staff are fun. They 
keep students motivated 
by playing educational 
games, building STEM 
projects and allow us to 
help lead classes with 
them. They engage with 
us in more ways than 
just sitting at a desk to 
learn,” wrote Jaiclynn 
Curtis. “The most impor-
tant (reason) is they are 
my family. Everyone of 
the staff members treat 
me like I am part of their 
family and make me feel 
warm and accepted. They 
are the reason I look for-
ward to going to school 
every day.” 

Essays share love for CCES

Essay winners (front from left) are Madison Winterrowd, Fiona Ritchie, Chase 
Winders, Annabelle Buckley, Hadley Sherer, Emma Williams, Macie Millikan, (back) 
Dakota Conner, Waylon Wood, Brady Louden, Russell Vince, Korie Bloodworth, 
Addie Nelson, Jo Adams and  Blake Beck. Inset are Jaiclynn Curtis, Harper Riley 
and Adelyn Cosby. 

Livingston 
board gives 
recognition 

Livingston County 
School Board held its 
first meeting in its new 
central office building 
Feb.12, recognizing staff 
and student achieve-
ments. Dwayne Howell 
and Jeff Paris were recog-
nized as LiveRED recip-
ients. Both were 
instrumental in relocat-
ing the central office.  

During the LiveRED 
Report, Amy Ramage 
highlighted the South Li-
ivngston Elementay Book 
Club organized by Dale 
Workman, which chal-
lenges students to read a 
chapter book each week. 
Livingston County Ele-
mentary academic team, 
which now has students 
from North and South 
elementary schools, 
placed second at the Dis-
trict Governor’s Cup.  
Paysen Pierson of North 
Elementary won an essay 
submitted to the AARP 
Kentucky Grandparent of 
the Year contest. Her 
essay will be submitted 
to state competition. Liv-
ingston County Middle 
school students were 
commended for a Fort 
Smith restoration proj-
ect. Students cleared 
overgrowth with guid-
ance from Daryl Chit-
tenden. Livingston 
Central’s outstanding 
performance by the aca-
demic team in Governor’s 
Cup competition was rec-
ognized. It was their first 
district title since 2012, 
and the team accumu-
lated the most points in 
team history. Livingston 
Central sophomore bas-
ketball player Logan 
Wring was recognized for 
his 500th rebound and 
1,000th career point.  

Dr. David Meinschein 
discussed the need for 
increased teacher pay 
and expressed  hope that 
the Hold-Harmless des-
ignation for Livingston 
County Schools, which 
hurts the amount of dis-
trict SEEK funding, will 
be evaluated.     

The board approved 
the Family Resource 
Center and Youth Service 
Center Continuation 
Plans and accepted an 
offer of assistance from 
the School Facilities Con-
struction Commission in 
the amount of 
$35,964.86 to be used 
toward construction or 
renovations. The board 
also aproved renovations 
to the career and techni-
cal center at Livingston 
Central.  

Salem buildings inspected
Owners of Salem busi-

nesses affected by the 
partial collapse of two  
downtown buildings 
have 30 days to have as-
sessements conducted 
by structural engineers.  

The Salem City Council 
made that decision Tues-
day, Feb. 20 during a 
meeting attended by at 
least eight downtown 
property owners. Some 
have already had their 
buildings inspected.  

All businesses on the 

north side of East Main 
Street have been shut-
tered since the collapses 
Saturday, Feb. 3 due to 
safety concerns. 

Salem Mayor Gary 
Dameron said all build-
ings must be inspected 
before work is done to 
either re-open, repair or 
tear down affected build-
ings. One of the busi-
nesses has relocataed; 
one has remained closed; 
and one was set to open 
this spring. 



How to reserve for an event 
at park or farmers market 

As warmer weather approaches and 
folks begin to spend more time out-
doors, Marion Tourism and Recreation 
Commission and Marion-Crittenden 
County Park Board remind citizens that 
organized use of the farmers market 
and/or park requires an approved 
reservation. There is a small fee for 
commercial vendors at Imogene Stout 
Market on Main and a small cost for 
groups or individuals who charge an 
entry fee for organized events at Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park. Call Mar-
ion Welcome Center at  (270) 
965-5015 to make a reservation. 

 

AT&T making plans to build 
new cell tower near Marion 

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to 
construct a 195-foot self-supporting 
lattice telecommunications tower north 
of US 60 just outside of Marion City 
Limits. 

The structure is proposed to be lo-
cated on a 25-acre tract of private 
land just east of Liberty Tire. 

The project is in the early develop-
ment stages and in accordance with 
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) regulations, the developer 
is completing cultural and geological 
due diligence to determine whether 
there are any obstacles to the the 
project. 

 

Problem weed tour set 
for Princeton Farm Center 

Italian ryegrass continues to increase 
as a problematic weed in all of Ken-
tucky’s major agronomic crops.  While 
ryegrass has been a perennial problem 
in wheat, it has become increasingly 
problematic in no-till corn and soy-
beans. 

The University of Kentucky Weed 
Science team will be hosting a field 
tour to highlight Italian ryegrass re-
search being conducted at the UKREC 
in Princeton.  The team will cover rye-
grass control in the fall and spring 
prior to no-till corn and soybean 
planting as well as continued research 
on ryegrass control in wheat.    

The field tour will occur on March 28 
in Princeton, and will be led by Dr. 
Travis Legleiter, Extension Specialist in 
Weed Science. The day will begin at 
the Caldwell County Extension office 
with registration beginning at 8:30 
a.m. The tour will start with opening 
remarks at approximately 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by a caravan to the University of 
Kentucky Research and Education 
Center to tour ryegrass research plots. 
The tour will wrap up prior to noon.   

Pre-registration for the event is rec-
ommended, but not required. For 
more information about the ryegrass 
field tour call (859) 562-2569 or email 
UK Extension Associate Jason Travis 
jason.travis@uky.edu. 

 

Salem Garden Club accepts 
items for its March auction 

Salem Garden Club is accepting 
items for its annual auction March 6-
12, which raises money for scholar-
ships for Crittenden and Livingston 
County graduates. 

Donations may be made March 1-2 

at Harris Gas in Salem, and can include 
furniture, crafts, jewelry, antiques or 
other items of moderate value. The 
club asks that no leftover yard sale 
items be contributed. The office will be 
closed; however, the lobby will be 
open for drop-offs. 

The Salem Garden Club will conduct 
its auction on its Facebook page from 
6 p.m., March 6 through noon, March 
12. 

In the past five years, the club has 
given more than $15,000 in scholar-
ships between the two counties. 

To qualify for the scholarship, stu-
dents must be planning to further 
their education in horticulture, agri-
culture, agri-business, animal science 
or other agriculture-related fields; be 
active in FFA or 4-H; have completed 
at least one class in an agriculture 
pathway; or be active in their high 
school greenhouse program. 

Applications are available from high 
school guidance counselors and must 
be submitted to the Salem Garden 
Club by April 1. 

Edmondson is named to 
Dean’s List at Kennesaw 

Brittany Edmondson of Marion has 
been named to Kennesaw State Uni-
versity's Fall 2023 Dean's List in 
recognition of academic achievement. 
Majoring in Nursing-Interest, Ed-
mondson is among the more than 
8,000 students named to the Fall 2023 
Dean's List. To qualify, students must 
earn a semester grade point average of 
3.5 or higher and complete a mini-
mum of nine credit hours. 

 

Voting will look about the 
same here for ’24 elections 

Voting in 2024 will look pretty much 
the same as it has the last few elec-
tions. 

Crittenden County Board of Elections 
recently approved a plan for May and 
November that will feature precinct-
level voting at Mexico, Rosebud and 
Crooked Creek Baptist churches and 
Shady Grove Fire Department. Early 
Voting and the countywide Voting 
Center on the day of elections will 
both be at the new Crittenden County 
Office Complex. 

County Clerk Daryl Tabor expects as 
low as a 10-15 percent turnout for the 
May 21 primary due to the lack of 
races. Democrats will have only the 
presidential primary, while Republi-
cans will choose a nominee for Presi-
dent and state Senator for District 1. 

 

Voter info for 2024 primary 
On the ballot 

• Democrats: U.S. President. 
• Republicans: U.S. President, State 

Senate District 1. 
Voter registration deadline 

April 22. Can register online at GoV-
ote.ky.gov. 
Mail-in absentee voting 

Request ballot April 6 to May 7 on-
line at GoVote.ky.gov or in the Critten-
den County Clerk’s office. 
In-office absentee voting on machine 

May 8-15 in large conference room 
at County Office Complex. 
Early voting 

May 16-18 in fiscal court room at 
County Office Complex 
Election Day 

• Voting Center at County Office 
Complex. 

• Also at Repton Baptist, Shady 
Grove Fire Department, Mexico Baptist 
and Deer Creek Baptist. 
Filing deadlines 

•Filing deadline for non-partisan 
races like city council, school board, 
conservation district is 4 p.m., June 4.  

•Deadline to file as write-in candi-
date is 4 p.m., Oct. 25. 
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 10 YEARS AGO 
February 20, 2014 
n A new tradition was launched when Crit-
tenden County Rocket basketball teams 
took the floor on senior night, spring 2014, 
as a brand-new custom-made Rockets 
mascot costume was unveiled and 
cheered on both the boys and girls team 
to victory on senior night against Fort 
Campbell.  
n Jessica Tinsley was awarded best inter-
view and first runner-up in the 72nd an-
nual Miss Valentine Pageant at 
Campbellsville University. She was was 
majoring in Spanish education at Camp-
bellsville University. 
n Robert D. Mitchell was honored by the 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 217 of 
Burna. Accompanied by his wife Pearl, he 
was presented a certificate recognizing 
service to his country. 
n Crittenden County’s fifth and sixth grade 
traveling girls’ basketball team won the 
West Kentucky Basketball League Tourna-
ment. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
February 25, 1999 
n Members of the Crittenden County High 
School landscaping class and members of 
the local FFA chapter, including Lisa Haire, 
Randa Poindexter Renee Maraman and 
Lydia Taylor, spruced up grounds at the 
high school campus. The class and FFA 
members built planters and benches for 

the new front entrance of the school.v  
n Suzette Todd, a member of the CCMS 
4-H club, learned how to cut out a pattern 
for a pair of shorts she was making during 
the 4-H project sewing meeting. 
n High school baseball practice got under-
way with snow on the ground. The Rocket 
baseball team found refuge from the snow 
under a pole barn at the fairgrounds where 
pitchers and catchers worked on condi-
tioning their arms and their skin to the win-
ter-like weather. Pictured in The Press was 
assistant coach Jamie Brown watching 
senior hurler Jeremy Wheeler work on his 
delivery as snow fell to the ground. 
n Members of the CCES chess team that 
helped capture the regional crown were 
Grant Gilkey, Skeyler Robertson and Brit-
tany Bay. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
February 21, 1974 
n Ronald Rustin returned from Kansas 
City, Mo., where he successfully com-
pleted a course in Auctioneering and Auc-
tion Sale Management at the Missouri 
Auction School. He received his diploma 
and the honorary title of colonel along with 
male and female auctioneers from 
throughout the United State and Canada. 
n Victor “Pippi” Hardin was appointed by 
the Kentucky Finance Company, Inc. of 
Lexington as the new manager of the Mar-
ion office. 
n Minnie Miles celebrated her 100th birth-
day at Salem Nursing Home. She was 
born near Salem and lived her century in 
Livingston, Crittenden and Lyon counties. 

HIDE 
Continued from page 1 

Under proposed legisla-
tion, most of their work 
record will be hidden for-
ever. 

Fleischaker and Abate 
point out that even if you 
somehow surmounted 
this new hurdle, there are 
more roadblocks in your 
way. “For example, “pre-
liminary” documents will 
no longer be public 
records. Under current 
law, these records can be 
withheld, but only tem-
porarily. Once a final de-
cision is reached, the 
reasons for it must be 
disclosed. Not under HB 
509—the records show-
ing why your government 
is doing what it is doing 
are permanently off lim-
its.” 

Lastly, is the cell phone 
provision in this proposed 
new law, and it’s the real 
head scratcher.  

Remember, Fleischaker 
and Abate are not politi-

cians. They’re attorneys 
who are hired to keep an 
eye on legal manuevering 
to water down or circum-
vent the laws that provide 
transpancy in govern-
ment. What they are ob-
serving with this 
proposed legislation 
should be of great con-
cern to us all. 

The bill would exempt 
anything done on a “per-
sonal” device or email ac-
count from public 
scrutiny even if it con-
cerns public business, 
they write in the opinion 
piece submitted to news 
organizations all across 
the state. 

“When Sen. Damon 
Thayer tried to pass this 
exemption several years 
ago, public outcry forced 
the General Assembly to 
abandon that plan in 
favor of a narrower ex-
emption for ‘communica-
tions of a purely personal 
nature unrelated to any 
governmental function.’ 
Now they’re back at it, 
trying to exempt anything 

on a cell phone or gmail 
account, regardless of 
what it says.” 

Kentucky’s Court of Ap-
peals recently reminded 
us of the danger of this 
approach: “To categori-
cally exclude all text mes-
sages on personal cell 
phones from the scope of 
the Open Records Act 
would surely operate to 
encourage the use of per-
sonal electronic devices 
and place vital public 
records beyond the reach 
of citizens.” 

That’s exactly right, 
says Fleishaker and 
Abate, and we all should 
agree.  

No matter how or where 
it starts, the making of 
public policy is your busi-
ness – the public’s busi-
ness. We are a 
government for the peo-
ple and of the people. 
This isn’t Goodfellows. 
We don’t need a House of 
Cards. 

We should follow the 
advice of Fleischaker and 
Abate. Citizens of all par-

ties should unite in 
strong opposition to HB 
509’s radical dismantling 
of the Open Records Act.  

“If this bill becomes 
law, you’ll no longer have 
the right to see what pub-
lic officials and employees 
are doing on the public’s 
dime,” caution’s the two 
legal minds who are 
watching this type of stuff 
for you.  

 
Jon Fleischaker and 

Michael Abate are media 
law and First Amendment 
experts who serve as Gen-
eral Counsel to the Ken-
tucky Press Association. 
They practice at the law 
firm of Kaplan Johnson 
Abate & Bird LLP, where 
they regularly litigate 
Open Records and First 
Amendment disputes 
across the Common-
wealth. Fleischaker was 
among the original au-
thors of the state’s Open 
Records and Open Meet-
ings Acts. 

Kentucky’s voter reg-
istration continues to 
increase, making it the 
10th month in a row for 
such a rise, according to 
Kentucky Secretary of 
State Michael Adams. 

In January, 6,700 
new voters registered 
while 6,156 were re-
moved. 5,089 of them 
were deceased voters, 
578 voters convicted of 
felonies, 325 who moved 
out of state, 78 who vol-
untarily de-registered, 
44 adjudged mentally 
incompetent and 42 du-
plicate registrations. 

According to these lat-
est figures, Republican 
registration now ac-
counts for 46 percent of 
the electorate with 
1,611,760 voters. Re-
publican registration 
rose by 2,111, a .13 per-
cent increase. Demo-
cratic registration 
accounts for 44 percent 
of the electorate, with 
1,520,663 voters. Dem-
ocratic registration went 
down by 2,751, an .18 
percent decrease. There 
are 359,380 voters reg-
istered under other affil-
iations. 

GOP figures continue rise in KY
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Back in the day when 
Yellow Pages was a paper 
book, I needed some work 
done to up-
grade a bath-
room. I looked 
at the various 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
and saw one 
that had a 昀sh 
symbol includ-
ed. Thinking it 
was a good idea 
to support a 
Christian busi-
ness, I called, 
got a reason-
able quote, and 
hired them. 
The job was 
adequate, but 
they left behind 
a sticky mess 
for me to clean 
up. Job not 昀n-
ished in my book. I had 
a couple of other expe-
riences like this before I 
decided that choosing a 
company because they 
advertise their faith is not 
the best course of action.

There is also a reason 
that I never have and 
never will give any indi-
cation of my faith on my 
vehicle. First, I make mis-
takes driving from time to 
time. Second, other peo-
ple make mistakes driv-
ing as well and think it 
is my fault (this is much 
more common). There are 
enough reasons for peo-
ple to be angry at Chris-
tians’ behavior without 
giving more for no good 
reason.

Then there is this won-
derful new term “virtue 
signaling.” It has been 
around for about 20 

years, but widespread is 
more recent. These are 
the things people say that 

are for the pur-
pose of gaining 
acceptance or 
to demonstrate 
moral/ethical 
s u p e r i o r i t y . 
For those who 
intentional ly 
practice this 
technique it 
can be espe-
cially dam-
aging to the 
cause. It tends 
to separate 
and polarize; 
virtue signal-
ing is perfect 
for the times in 
which we live.

The problem 
I see with all of 

this is that it uses faith or 
an ethical stand to bring 
attention to the person 
or the business. It just 
seems a little backward 
given that those in ser-
vice to God (or anything 
else) are in the business 
of pointing to the thing 
they serve.

Then there is the re-
cent campaign “He Gets 
Us.” There were several of 
these spots aired during 
the Super Bowl. The re-
actions to these ads have 
been varied to say the 
least. To me it was like 
eating too many dough-
nuts. I really enjoyed the 
event but didn’t feel quite 
right afterward – even if 
it took me a while to 昀g-
ure out why. When I have 
this reaction, I can usual-
ly come to a place where 
I am at peace with it. I 

still haven’t gotten to that 
place.

Here are three initial 
thoughts about why I 
might feel uneasy about 
those ads.

Broadcast advertising 
(as in casting a broad net) 
will always be misunder-
stood by some because 
our contexts and view-
points are vastly differ-
ent from each other. In 
a polarized environment 
it is nearly impossible 
for something to be per-
ceived as neutral. That 
means that those who are 
naturally inclined against 
something will not likely 
be changed by something 
as impersonal as an ad – 
and it may cause a bigger 
gap. 

I have been part of some 
social media conversa-
tions with people whom I 
share religious heritage, 
but do not know person-
ally. Even here it is pos-
sible to say something 
that is understood in the 
opposite way intended. 
Once that happens it 
is nearly impossible to 
bring it back – especial-
ly if the participants do 
not share the same sense 
of humor. Advertising 
has no control over the 
receiver’s context and 
therefore no way to cor-
rect a misunderstanding. 
It may be 昀ne with cars, 
phones, beer, or betting 
apps – not so sure it’s a 
good idea with matters of 
faith.

Another uneasy feel-
ing I had was how much 
it appealed to emotion. I 
love the idea that “Jesus 

gets us.” However, that 
emotion only takes us 
so far. I understand that 
this is a 30 or 60 second 
ad, so the journey is not 
going to be very long. It 
is just that I am not hap-
py with where it left me, 
equating faith with feel-
ing.

The emotional ap-
peal leads into a related 
thought. It is one thing 
to watch images of one 
person washing the feet 
of another when the ex-
pected roles are reversed. 
(Which also says a lot 
about us.) It is another 
to put down the chicken 
wings and ranch and go 
serve someone we may 
not otherwise like very 
much. The more we sen-
timentalize faith, the less 
it will cause us to do any-
thing. In my experience 
faith does not always 
feel good. Sometimes it 
is downright miserable – 
but that doesn’t make for 
good advertising.

I am thankful that peo-
ple believe enough that 
they are willing to put in 
the resources to make the 
ads possible. It is not for 
me to judge the servant 
of another or what they 
do with their resources 
spent in good conscience. 
I know that there will be 
some good done. I also 
know that what is need-
ed is more practicing and 
less advertising.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Practice more faith, advertise it less

Does your congregation have something planned
or a service they offer? Let us know.

We will post it here at no charge. Email to
thepress@the-press.com or call (270) 965-3191

Will weekend lake-living affect our worship and service?

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in the box for others 
to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate Recovery meets Monday’s 5:30 
p.m. with a meal at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland Street, opposite 
side of the building from the Thrift Store.
n Salem Baptist Church Thrift Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
Tuesday and Saturday at 209 Highland St., Salem.
n The Clothes Closet of the First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Religious Outreach

Question: My husband 
and I can afford a week-
end home on the lake. We 
all enjoy boating, 昀shing 
and playing in and around 
water. If we purchased a 
lake house, would mean we 
would spend most week-
ends there and away from 
our home church. Would it 
harm our relationship to God 
and our Christian training for 
our teens?

Answer: Of course, only 
you all can decide that, but 
here are a couple things you 
should consider: 

1. God’s Word explicit-

ly instructs us to “seek 昀rst 
his kingdom and his righ-
teousness...” (Mt. 6:33). It 
means for us to put God in 
the center of our lives every 
day. It also emphasizes, “Let 
us not give up meeting to-
gether...” (Heb. 10:25). God 
intends that we live out our 
faith in community, and we 

need encouragement from 
fellow Christians to stand 
strong in our faith. Ask your-
self, “Can we worship God 
and serve others as well at 
the lake each weekend as 
we can at our home church 
and community?”

2. What effect will week-
ends living in a recreational 

environment be on us and 
on our teens in 昀ve, 10, 20 
years from now? Changes 
in ones location and environ-
ment often have life-chang-
ing effects on one’s family 
dynamics and patterns of 
worship and service. Will it 
draw us closer to God or will 
it become the start of our not 
being in worship regularly? 
My personal observation 
has been when folks are not 
in church each Sunday, they 
stop reading their Bible daily 
or praying regularly. 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



Language, superstitions and weather lore

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

When some of us old-
er generation get togeth-
er and set around the 
table, it’s not long until 
we start to reminiscence 
and compare things 
we remember from our 
childhood days, 
like school mem-
ories, games 
we played, even 
old sayings and 
beliefs that we 
heard while lis-
tening to our 
parents and 
grandparents.  

This interest-
ing article was 
written several 
years ago, but it 
reminded me, of 
how people from 
other states al-
ways remarked 
about our west-
ern Kentucky 
speech.  I don’t 
think much 
about it any more and 
this may help explain 
why.

The distinguishing 
marks generally accept-
ed between a “Northern-
er” and a “Southerner” 
are rapidly disappearing 
in this age of visiting and 
travel.

The “Yankee twang” 
and the “Southern drawl” 
are not so noticeable as 
they once were. Even the 
“r’s” seems to have been 
restored to the Dixie lexi-
con and language.  

But a few twists to the 
American lingo, hardly 
apparent to the average 
user of them himself, yet 
de昀ne on which side of 
the Mason and Dixon line 
the speaker was born.  A 
couple of examples: A 
Southerner who handled 
“r’s” as 昀uently as the 
most northern Northern-
er was challenged in a 
Northern town with: “So 
you’re one of those you 
all boys?”  He asked why 
his hearer thought so, 
and was promptly told 
“you’ve used the expres-
sion, “sure ‘nough’, three 
times during our conver-
sation in the last 15 min-
utes.

Automobile touring 
bureau representatives 
brought to light anoth-
er “sure shot” that dis-
tinguishes Northerners 
from Southerners. The 
Northerner, they say, 
refers to a “creek” as a 
“crick” while the South-
erner invariably pro-
nounces the words as 
spelled, “Creek.”

Northern people tease 
us about the words “you 
all,” and insist that we 
use it in the singular 

way, applying to just the 
one person to whom you 
are talking. They refuse 
to believe we use it in 
a plural form, meaning 
“you and all your family 
come.” Can anyone 昀nd 

a more hos-
pitable word? 
I do not think 
we should 
ever forget to 
use it.

–––
Some Old 
Saying’s
It is fun to 

think of all the 
phrases and 
beliefs that 
we grew up 
with, and no 
doubt, to peo-
ple not from 
here, they 
are strange 
s o u n d i n g 
and make no 
sense at all.  

But they are a part of our 
heritage. Some examples 
include:

n A coon’s age - mean-
ing a long time

n Limp as a rag - weak 
feeling

n Plum tuckered out - 
tired

n Bone weary - tired
n Down in the dumps 

- discouraged or de-
pressed

n Rant and raving - 
discussing something 
emotionally or angry

n Smell a rat - suspi-
cious about something 
or someone

n It’s just a whoop and 
a holler - a short dis-
tance to some place

n Don’t give a hoot - 
not interested.

n Very poorly - not 
feeling well

n Fast - meaning an 
immoral or 昀irtatious 
person

n If it’d been a snake 
it would have bit you - it 
was right in front of you

n  Slower than molas-
ses - meaning someone 
that never gets in a hurry

n Waited on hand and 
foot - taking care of sick 
or lazy people

n You let the cat out of 
the bag - told the secret

–––
Superstitious Don’ts.
I remember hearing 

many of these while I 
was growing up. 

n Don’t go in swim-
ming in Dog Days.  Dog 
Days, when Sirius is 
riding high, have been 
suspected since ancient 
times, even by people 
much brighter than you 
and me. Weather lore, 
“the “dog days” is con-
sidered a time when “all 

liquids are poisonous, 
when bathing, swim-
ming, or even drinking 
water can be dangerous, 
and a time when no sore 
or wound will heal prop-
erly.”

n Don’t plant potatoes 
in the light of the moon.  
Potatoes planted then go 
to tops and make very 
sorry tater.

n Don’t cut out a dress 
or any other garment on 
Friday unless you can 
昀nish it before the week 
is over. This supersti-
tion is as ancient as the 
human race, I suspect. 
It was as common in 
classical times as it has 
ever been since. Friday 
is Venus’s day. Venus 
is changeable, not to be 
trusted. Even the weath-
er on Venus’s day is un-
predictable. “Friday is 
fairest or foulest.”

n Don’t sleep with the 
windows open. Poison-
ous air, or “miasmatic 
vapors,” will come in and 
poison you while you 
are asleep. Incidentally, 
along with the miasmatic 
vapors will come malaria 
mosquitoes, but nobody 
seemed to know that 
then.   

n Don’t talk while you 
are 昀shing. You will scare 
the 昀sh and thus get no 
catch. And sit down and 
be still while 昀shing as 
walking or running along 
the creek bank will scare 
the 昀sh as they can 
feel the impact on the 
ground.

–––
Weather Lore and Su-

perstitions. Since the 
beginning of time man 
has found various ways 
to predict the weather.  
From this have come 
superstitions, old wives 
tales, and cultural sto-
ries passed from one 
family member to the 
next in each genera-
tion. It is a way of con-
trolling the environment 
by knowing what to ex-
pect from the coming 
season. It is impossible 
according to scientists, - 
and reliable according to 
those who know how to 
read the signs they have 
learned.  

n Red sky at night, 
sailors delight. Red sky 
at morning, sailors take 
warning. 

n Owls will hoot more 
at night if rain is on the 
way.  

n Cobwebs in the 
grass mean rain. 

n Pink clouds in the 
west at evening time 
means rain.  

n A round topped 

cloud with a 昀atted base, 
carries rainfall in its face.

n If Easter comes in 
late March, that is a sign 
there will be an early 
spring.

n I’m sure most have 
heard the old saying for 
March “in like a lion, out 
like a lamb” or it might 
be reversed and be “in 
like a lamb and out like 
a lion.”

n If the moon shows 
like a silver shield you 
needn’t be afraid to reap 
your 昀elds. But if she 
rises haloed round, soon 
we’ll tread on deluged 
ground.”

n We all know the 
moon has a certain con-
trol over the ocean tides.  
But according to weath-
er lore it also predicts 
weather patterns and 
how plants will grow.  
Many people believe in 
planting according to the 
moon, they watch it for 
the next rainfall, harvest 
昀elds by it and predict 
major storms coming 
their way just by watch-
ing for shape, season, 
color and location. 

n Native American be-
lief is if the moon looks 
like it is tipped on its 
back, it is holding water 
that will not spill. If it is 
tipped forward the water 
will spill from it in the 
form of rain. 

n Animals seem to 
have a built in weather 
system and can predict 
hard winters more eas-
ily than any human will 
ever be able to. When 
their fur comes in thick-
er than normal during 
the fall it means there is 
going to be a hard, cold 
winter. But this applies 
to animals that live in 
the outdoors all the time, 
not your well pampered 
house pets. Horses, 
goats and other barn-
yard animals that need 
extra protection from the 
season are provided for 
by nature with an extra 
layer of hair or fur.

n Beavers are a great 
predictor of the winter 
season to come. They 
build their homes to pro-
tect them from the cold 
and weight of snow. If a 
beaver dam is built thick 
and heavy, blocking a 
larger portion of water 
mass than in years past, 
you can be sure the win-
ter will be a hard one.   

n Other predictors of 
a hard, cold winter are 
when nuts and berries 
hang on the branches af-
ter the last of the leaves 
have fallen. When the 
oak tree still wears his 

leaves in October, it will 
be cold, hard winter. 

–––
True enough, the only 

sure way to predict the 
weather is to wait for it 
to arrive and then look 
out the window. Some 
of the superstitions and 
lore seem to be right on, 
while others serve as en-
tertainment to the world. 
But if you want to 昀nd 
out the truth, keep your 
own weather journal to 
create a new generation 
of predictors and fam-

ily stories. I’ve kept a 
weather journal for more 
than 40 years, they are 
very interesting to look 
back on and compare 
the weather through the 
years.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Pictured (front from left) are Kelly DeWitt, Carol Harrison, Monica Wessel and 
Barbara Steele, (back) Pam Clevenger, Jazlynn Fowler, Melissa Guill and Bar-
bara Gross. Participants not pictured are Lindsay Morrison, Shawnee Pace 
and Susan Smith.

The Crittenden 
County Public Library 
celebrated its 70th an-
niversary with an Ulti-
mate Book Nerd Chal-
lenge. 

This group of prolif-
ic readers challenged 
themselves to read an 

impressive number of 
books over an eight-
month period. 

Teen participants 
strived for 35 books, 
or an average of about 
a book a week. Adults’ 
goal was 53 books be-
tween April 6 and Dec. 

31, 2023. 
This was the 昀rst 

such challenge for Me-
lissa Guill, who admit-
ted that though she has 
never been an enthusi-
astic reader, developed 
a new love for reading 
during the challenge.

Anniversary celebrated  
with book challenge



for sale
Heritage breed 
(Tamsworth) purebred 
guilts, ready for service 
(8 months old in March 
2024). Current weight ap-
prox. 275-300 lbs. Gentle 
mothers, strong immune 
systems, dependable li-
ter sizes. Call (270) 704-
6005. (2t–8-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to 
post a classi昀ed ad.

miscellaneous
VACATION RENTAL - 2 
BR, 2 bath condo in St. 
Augustine, Florida. Fam-
ily-friendly, eastside of 
A1A. Heated outdoor 
pool. March 31-April 7, 
$1,200. Call (270) 704-
2811 or (607) 319-1001 to 
rent or for more informa-
tion. (2t-9-p)

wanted
Looking for hay ground/
pasture ground. Will pay 
by the bale and/or by the 
acre. Call or text (270) 
704-1787. (12-12-p)

employment 

$16.20 MINIMUM 
WAGE!!  SIGN-ON BO-
NUSES FOR MOST PO-
SITIONS!!  Earle C. Clem-
ents Job Corps Academy 
is seeking employees. We 
offer a competitive salary, 
bene昀ts package, and ad-
vancement opportunities.  
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veter-
an. To view current open-
ings,  view quali昀cations, 
and apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (tfc-c)

Class A CDL ROUTE & 
DROP-HOOK DRIVERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Local position.  Mileage/
piece rate pay plus in-
centives. Bene昀ts include 
Medical, Dental, Vision, 
401k, Life Insurance.    
Apply at Liberty Tire Re-
cycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume tohmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. EOE. 
(2t-8-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 

(20t-9-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making 
one call for all! For more 
information, contact the 
classi昀ed department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

bid notice
The City of Fredonia is 
accepting bids for the 
2024 mowing season. Bid 
packets are available at 
Fredonia City Hall during 
normal business hours.  
Mowing bids are due to 
Fredonia City Hall by 
March 8. For additional 
information, contact Fre-
donia City Hall at (270) 
545-3925. (1t-8-c)

legal notices
LaDelicia Mexican 
Restaurant LLC, dba La 
Cantina with an address 
of 115 Morningside Drive, 
Marion, KY 42064 here-
by declares intention(s) 
to apply for a NQ2 retail 
drink license(s) and spe-
cial Sunday sales license 
no later than March 15, 
2024. The business to 
be licensed will be locat-
ed at 115 Morningside 
Drive,Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Doing business as La 
Cantina LLC. The owner, 
Graciela Bruce of 346 Rail 
Road Hill Road, Grand 
Rivers, Ky. 42045. Any 
person, association, cor-
poration, or body politic 
may protest the granting 
of license(s) by writing the 
Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control, 500 
Mero Street 2NE3, Frank-
fort, Ky. 40601-8400, with-
in 30 days (KRS 243.430) 
of the date of this legal 
publication. (4t-11-c)

Notice is hereby given 
that on February 7, 2024 
Denise Smith of 9039 
S. Central, Oaklawn, IL 
60453 was appointed ex-
ecutrix with will annexed 
of Kenneth W. Willing-
ham, deceased, whose 
address was 83 Will-
ingham Ln., Marion, Ky. 
42064. Douglas C. How-
ard, 213 Saint Clair St., 
Suite 101, Frankfort, Ky. 
40601, agent for service 
of process.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby noti昀ed to present 
the same properly prov-
en as required by law to 
the agent for process with 
will annexed on or before 
the 7th day of August, 
2024 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-8-c)

I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County District 
Court, Marion, Ky. do cer-
tify that the following has 
昀led notice of 昀nal settle-
ment:
Melinda Gibson of 100 
Town Lake Dr., Marion, 
Ky. 42064 for Stanley 
Gibson, deceased, whose 
address was 812 S. Main 
St., Marion, Ky. 42064.
The foregoing settlement 
is to be heard at the reg-
ular session of Crittenden 
District Court on March 
20, 2024. All persons hav-
ing exceptions to said set-
tlements are to 昀le same 
at once.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-8-c)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite 
live TV, sports and local 
channels. 99% signal reli-
ability! CHOICE Package, 

$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium 
Channels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-888-340-6138

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & En-
tertainment On TV!  855-
695-7008

DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions 
apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

DONATIONS (VEHI-
CLES)

Make a tax-savvy move 
this holiday season and 
year-end! Donate your 
car, truck, boat, RV, and 
more to champion our 
veterans. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous 
year-end tax deduction. 
Call Veteran Car Dona-
tions at 1-833-984-2146 
today!

CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free tow-
ing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-855-968-1588

FINANCIAL

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 855-977-
4979

In昀ation is at 40 year 
highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or 
more in debt? Call NA-

TIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602

HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading 
causes of death, accord-
ing to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Con-
tact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screen-
ings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-888-302-4539

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 
855-980-4857

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Genera-
tor Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
Call 1-844-688-8576 to-
day to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.
INTERNET OFFERS

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert 
For High Speed Satellite 
Internet. New Customer 
Deals In Your Area. Na-

tionwide Service. New 
Service For 2023. 833-
383-1496

4G LTE Home Inter-
net Now Available! Get 
GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your 
service with you when you 
travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-706-4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life In-
surance! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other 昀nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-
950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim in-
dependence and mobility 
with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-982-
0374

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Strom-
berg. And Gibson Man-
dolins / Banjos. 866-812-
4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 

Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribu-
tion Call for Your Free Au-
thor`s Guide 1-855-209-
2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Securi-
ty Disability? Appeal! If
you’re 50+, 昀led for SSD
and denied, Our attor-
neys can help get you ap-
proved! No money out of
pockets! Call 1-866-590-
6443

VACATIONS

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
plus dozens of other
popular trips! Starting at
$1649 per person (dou-
ble occupancy req’d.)
YMT Vacations plans
everything, leaving you
to relax and enjoy. Call
1-877-425-2581 for more
details. Use promo code
YMT2024 for $250 off.
Limited  time only.
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.

Family & Consumer
Sciences

Union Co. - RE43905
Deadline: 03/03/2024

BS required
Apply online at: http://

ukjobs.uky.edu/postings/511695
For assistance call
859-257-1727

The University of Kentucky is an equal opportu-
nity employer and encourages applications from
minorities and women.



BY LEE McCLELLAN 
KENTUCKY AFIELD 

Not long ago, wind 
chills bottomed out at 15 
degrees below zero. After 
this arctic wave passed, 
Kentuckians endured 
monsoon rains that 
prompted rivers and 
streams to jump up 
quickly and run high for 
weeks. 

It is enough to give out-
doors enthusiasts the 
blues. January came in 
like a lamb, then roared 
out like a lion. February, 
with its gradually longer 
days and an occasional 
warm front, revives 
hopes in many Kentucky 
angler’s souls. 

For February marks 
the beginning of a time 
when anglers with perse-
verance and a willing-
ness to deal with the 
elements can catch the 
best fish of their lifetime, 
especially largemouth 
and smallmouth bass. 

It starts with the 
warmer rains that raise 
water temperatures and 
trigger fish to begin feed-
ing in preparation for the 
coming spawn. It’s a 
process that can happen 
quickly. In late January, 
for example, Central 
Kentucky’s Elkhorn 
Creek measured barely 
above 32 degrees. Follow-
ing rains that swelled the 
creek, the Elkhorn’s 
water temperature 
jumped to nearly 51 de-
grees within four days. 

“February is our 
wet season,” said Mike 
Hardin, assistant direc-
tor of Fisheries for the 
Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources. “We start to 
warm up from the deep 
freeze. Critters start mov-
ing, even salamanders 
get active at this time of 
year.” 

By mid-February, fe-

male bass are gearing up 
for spawning. They need 
healthy fat reserves to 
power them through the 
rigors of reproduction. 
Instinct tells them to eat, 
even if it is dark and 
gloomy February. 

“This is when female 
fish get eggy,” Hardin ex-
plained. “They need food 
so they can store energy 
for spring spawning that 
is still several weeks 
away in Kentucky. We 
are now starting to come 
out of the winter pattern, 
with our days getting 
longer and the water 
warming.” 

Old-timers knew the 
pattern well. 

Once February rains 
had raised Herrington 
Lake, flooding the shore-
line cover and coloring 
the water, hearty anglers 
donned heavy wool jack-
ets and fished the upper 
end of the lake.  

Since this was decades 
before electric trolling 
motors, anglers used 
wooden sculling paddles 
to stealthily move among 
the shallow stumps and 
logs. Huge largemouth 
bass, flushed into shal-
low water by the rising 
lake, waited in this cover 
to ambush prey from 
their lairs.  

Anglers employed stout 
cane poles with heavy 
black Dacron line tied 
onto the slender end of 
the pole. They impaled 
night crawlers on large 
hooks, then gently 
dunked their bait beside 
the stumps and along the 
sunken logs in the 
muddy water. Sometimes 
huge fish inhaled the of-
fering. 

This technique, called 
jigging, also proved effec-
tive when Lake Cumber-
land first filled in the 
1950s. The new lake fea-
tured plenty of flooded 
shoreline trees for bass 
cover. Jigging’s popular-
ity declined in Lake 
Cumberland as wave ac-
tion eventually destroyed 
the cover. Looking at the 
nearly featureless bank 
of the huge lake at winter 
pool now, it is hard to be-
lieve the bank was once 
wooly. 

As shoreline cover in 
Kentucky’s lakes has de-
graded with age, today’s 
anglers rarely use 
sculling paddles and fat 
gobs of nightcrawlers to 
catch shallow large-
mouth bass in February. 
Instead, they pitch ½-
ounce black and blue jigs 
with large matching trail-
ers beside shallow 
stumps, dock pylons or 
sunken logs. Big female 
largemouth still move to 
shallow cover after Feb-

ruary rains like they did 
decades ago.  

Hardin related a story 
about his uncle who 
loved fishing in late win-
ter. “He looked for 51-de-
gree water and places 
with floating debris and 
leaves,” he explained. “He 
would fish under the de-
bris. Now they call this 
presentation punching. 
He caught more bass in 
51-degree water than he 
did in 70-degree water.” 

A pronounced warm 
front in mid-to-late Feb-
ruary draws big female 
smallmouth bass from 

their deep winter haunts 
into shallower water.  

A warming trend ac-
companying rainfall that 
causes the lake to rise 
also pushes big small-
mouth bass among shal-
low flooded timber, 
stumps or logs. A white 
spinnerbait with a large 
chrome and smaller gold 
Colorado blade allowed 
to spiral down beside the 
flooded tree may produce 
a monster smallmouth. 
This presentation is 
known to fool shallow 
smallmouth in water as 
cold as the mid-40s.  
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  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity report for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collision Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Service Attempts Failed 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

Felony Arrests 

Followup Investigations 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

DUIs 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Call for Service 

Vehicle Inspections 

Meet w/Schools 

S 
H 
E 
R 
I 
F 
F

Activity Report
JANUARY 2024

EVAN 
H 
E 
A 
D

2 

62 

38 

7 

81 

4 

59 

48 

6 

11 

4 

116 

791.4 

77 

7 

0 

10 

3 

6 

0 

8 

102 

52 

37 

7

5.25 

54.58

28.83 

8.17 

56.17 

3.17 

37.83 

11.42 

11.25 

5.33 

4.75 

59.92 

486.46 

47.48 

9.58 

3.67 

9.42 

6.92 

6.08 

0.42 

6.42 

69.83 

23.75 

- 

-

                 2023 Avg 
  January     Monthly

Having surpassed the 
midpoint of the 2024 
Regular Session, it’s a 
pivotal time to reflect and 
renew our dedication to 
our legislative responsi-
bilities. With under 30 
legislative days remain-
ing, we recommit our-
selves to the crucial tasks 
that lie ahead. 

Throughout the ses-
sion, we've had the privi-
lege of hosting various 
student groups and es-
teemed guests within the 
halls of our capitol. Their 
presence has infused our 
deliberations with fresh 
perspectives, reminding 
us of the importance of 
civic engagement and the 
responsibility we bear to 
mentor and empower the 
next generation of lead-
ers in the common-
wealth.  

In the words of John 
Quincy Adams, “If your 
actions inspire others to 
dream more, learn more, 
do more and become 
more, you are a leader.” 
As we navigate the com-
plexities of governance, 
this quote reminds us 
that true leadership is 
marked by its ability to 
inspire others to reach 
their fullest potential.  

 Presidents' Day – 
which was celebrated 
Monday – is a fitting to 
pay homage to the exem-
plary leadership and self-
less sacrifices of those 
who have held our na-
tion's highest office. 
Much like John Quincy 
Adams, our past presi-
dents have steered the 
course of history with 
their visionary leader-
ship, guiding us through 
moments of adversity 
and transformation. In 
observance of this Presi-
dents' Day, the General 
Assembly did not con-
vene on Monday. 

The pace of activity 
picked up in the Senate 
last week as we passed 
several including two 
measures that are pro-
posed changes to our 
Kentucky Constitution. 
Senate Bill 143 (SB 143) 
is a proposed constitu-
tional amendment I 
sponsored which would 
prohibit individuals who 
are not citizens of the 
United States from par-
ticipating in the voting 
process within the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.  
Senate Bill 23 is another 
constitutional amend-
ment that would exempt 
homeowners 65 and 
older from property valu-
ation increases, provid-
ing much-needed relief to 
our senior citizens.  

To enact either of these 
changes, the bills would 
require support from 
three-fifths of both the 
Senate and House of 
Representatives. Once 
endorsed by the required 
majority, the proposed 
amendment would then 
be presented to Kentucky 
voters during a future 
General election. If the 
majority of voters favor 
the amendment, it would 
subsequently be adopted. 

I also introduced two 
significant bills that are 
making their way 
through the legislative 
process. SB 189 alters 

existing law that allows 
the placement of a veteri-
narian school of Murray 
State University, a much-
needed addition to our 
post-secondary educa-
tion option. SB 157 
strikes a 
balance be-
tween the 
efforts of 
a n i m a l 
r i g h t s 
groups, pet 
stores and 
other busi-
nesses that 
make their 
living from 
the pet care 
business .  
In striking this balance 
for responsible regula-
tion, this bill incorpo-
rates the USDA 
standards for regulating 
animal breeding. It re-
quires pet stores to offer 
dogs and cats they sell 
from animal shelters and 
qualified breeders, and 
prevents local govern-
ments from enacting 
tighter regulations on the 
businesses. Retail pet 
stores would only be able 
to sell to buyers who are 
at least 18 years old, and 
prohibits them from sell-
ing puppies and kittens 
less than eight weeks old.   

Senate Bill 6 ensures 
that students and em-
ployees of public postsec-
ondary institutions are 
not penalized for refusing 
to endorse discriminatory 
concepts. It also pro-
hibits preferential treat-
ment based on political 
or social ideology and 
mandates that courses 
don't advocate discrimi-
natory concepts as fact. 
Additionally, SB 6 man-
dates new student orien-
tation programs and 
allocates at least 50 per-
cent of diversity initiative 
employees' duties to sup-
porting Pell grant stu-
dents. The attorney 
general can enforce the 
act through civil action, 
and institutions must 
publish designated 
course information on 
their website. 

Senate Bill 11 en-
hances school safety ef-
forts by requiring schools 
to be notified within 24 
hours when a juvenile is 
charged with certain 
crimes, ensuring better 
communication and 
proactive measures to 
protect our students. 

Senate Bill 16 broad-
ens protection of key in-
frastructure assets 
including commercial 
food manufacturing and 
processing facilities, con-
centrated animal feeding 
operations (CAFOs), and 
animal feeding opera-
tions (AFOs). The bill 
would define an offense 
of trespass upon key in-
frastructure assets, stat-
ing that individuals may 
be charged if they know-
ingly operate unmanned 
aircraft systems or 
recording devices over 
properties containing 
CAFOs, AFOs, or com-
mercial food facilities 
without the owner's con-
sent. Additionally, 
recording or distributing 
footage from any part of 
these facilities would be 
considered an offense. 

The legislation specifies 
that the trespass statute 
does not apply to electric, 
water, or natural gas util-
ity companies, or individ-
uals acting on their 
behalf for legitimate busi-
ness purposes. 

SB 20 expands the def-
inition of a violent of-
fender to include 
individuals convicted of 
discharging a firearm 
while committing either 
burglary in the first de-
gree, assault in the sec-
ond degree, or wanton 
endangerment in the first 
degree. Additionally, con-
victed violent offenders 
must serve at least 50 
percent of their sentence 
before being eligible for 
probation, shock proba-
tion, parole, conditional 
discharge or other form 
of early release. The leg-
islation also addresses 
the growing trend of vio-
lent crimes committed by 
youth across the com-
monwealth. Senate Bill 
20 will mandate that an 
individual between the 
ages of 15-18, who is 
charged with a violent 
crime be tried as an 
adult.    

SB 139 aims to allow 
private fund advisers to 
conduct business in Ken-
tucky without needing an 
investment adviser regis-
tration license. However, 
they would still be re-
quired to pay fees and 
submit reports to the De-
partment of Financial In-
stitutions. To qualify, 
they must not have seri-
ous violations under fed-
eral law, manage funds 
limited to venture capital 
or certain investor types, 
and provide required dis-
closures. 

SB 158 allows financial 
institutions to open re-
stricted savings ac-
counts, restricted 
investment accounts, or 
issue annuities on behalf 
of minors entering into 
certain settlements. A 
court order will no longer 
be needed to open the ac-
count or issue the annu-
ity. This saves time and 
money by eliminating the 
need to navigate the 
courts to get an order to 
open an account. 

SB 29 aims to permit 
primarily out-of-state en-
tities from taking advan-
tage of auto glass claims. 
This bill restricts insured 
individuals from transfer-
ring their insurance pol-
icy rights to third parties 
for motor vehicle glass re-
pair or replacement 
claims. The bill mandates 
repair shops obtain ei-
ther a claim number from 
the insured or written 
confirmation of lack of 
coverage for repairs to 
proceed.   

You can find the status 
of these bills and other 
legislation by calling 866-
840-2835 or receive leg-
islative meeting 
information at 800-633-
9650. You can watch and 
follow legislative activity 
at KET.org.legislature 
and Legislature.ky.gov. 

  
Sen. Howell, R-Murray, rep-

resents the 1st Senate District 
including Calloway, Critten-
den, Fulton, Graves, Hickman, 
Lyon and Trigg counties.  

Go catch a trophy Kentucky bass in late winter

Week 7 Legislative Review 

Senator highlights key bills

Marcy Anderson, Southeastern Fisheries District biol-
ogist for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, holds a huge largemouth bass captured 
and released during population sampling in February 
on Woods Creek Lake a couple of years ago. February 
and into mid-March is an excellent time to catch a tro-
phy largemouth or smallmouth bass. 

Crittenden County Detention Center 
Montly Average 2023 
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JAIL CENSUS  
State Inmates 
Federal Inmates 
Other County Inmates 
Critenden County Inmates 
  TOTAL INMATES 
Highest Daily Count 
Lowest Daily Count    

Last Month  REVENUE 
State Housing Payments 
Federal Housing Payments 
Federal Transport Payments 
Lyon Co. Housing Payments 
Other County Housing Payments 
Weekend/Work Release 

TOTAL HOUSING 

Last Month   ANALYSIS 
Cost of Crittenden Inmates 
Numbers of Co. Housing Days 
County Daily Housing Rate 
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION  
CENTER REPORT 
FEBRUARY  2024   
The Crittenden County 
Detention Center report 
is provided monthly to 
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal 
Court meetings. The in-
mate count is an aver-
age for last month. 
 • Federal Inmates $57 Per diem 
 • State Inmates $31.34 Per diem 

• Lyon County Inmates $36.00 
• Other County Inmates $32.00 

 
JANUARY 
Total Receipts    $328,074.27 
Disbursements   $368,398.33 

OPRY 
Continued on page 1 

country tune, “Momma’s 
Don’t Let Your Babies 
Grow Up to Be Cow-
boys.” 

And there will be a sur-
prise, too, as part of their 
segment, Singleton said. 

Patriot Tours, a locally-
owned charter bus line, 
is selling transportation 
to the show for $50 
round trip. Attendees will 
need to buy a ticket to 
the Opry at its website. 
Tickets to the show 
range from $45 to $200. 

The band is made up of 
Cutter and his brother, 
Cash, two local teens, 
and Marion’s Brennan 
Cruce, who is a 32-year-
old bass guitarist. 
Rounding out the group 
are Elkton teenagers Lily 
Goebel, a guitarist, and 
her brother, Noah 
Goebel, a fiddle player.  

The band got started in 
2017 as Classy and 
Grassy with the Single-
tons and Cruce. In 2018, 
the Singleton boys ap-
peared on NBC’s Little 
Big Shots and their fame 
began to blossom. Since 
then, they have played 
venues all across the 
country. Their single, 
which is doing very well 
on the Bluegrass Charts, 
Singleton said, has been 
downloaded in just about 
every state in the U.S., 
and several other coun-
tries, including the UK 
and Canada. 

 



BASKETBALL 
Fifth District Standings 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    5-1       17-9 
Crittenden County           4-2      17-12 
Livingston Central           3-3      11-10 
Trigg County                    0-6       3-24 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    6-0       26-3 
Trigg County                    4-2      10-18 
Livingston Central           2-4       9-18 
Crittenden County           0-6       3-22 
 

5th District Tournament 

Girls at Lyon County 
MONDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Lyon County vs Trigg County, 6pm 
Crittenden vs Livingston Cent., 7:30pm 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Thursday, 6pm at Lyon County 
 

Boys at Lyon County 
TUESDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Lyon County vs Crittenden Co., 6pm 
Trigg Co. vs Livingston Cent., 7:30pm 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
Friday, 6pm at Lyon County 
 

2nd Region Tournament 

   The girls’ Second Region Basketball 
Tournament will be hosted by Trigg 
County March 4-9 while the boys’ Sec-
ond Region Tournament will be March 
6-12 at Hopkinsville. 

 
Round the 5th District 

RECENT RESULTS 
Girls 

Hopkins Central 55, Lyon Co. 46 
Hopkins Central 41, Livingston 34  
Ballard Memorial 54, Trigg Co. 37  
Paducah Tilghman, 69, Trigg Co. 47   

BOYS 
Lyon County 73, Madisonville 70  
Lyon County 98 Adair County 48  
Hopkins Central 100, Livingston 63  
Meridian, Ill., 90, Trigg County 79 
 Ballard Memorial 60, Trigg Co. 55 

 
UPCOMING GAMES 

Girls 
Feb 22 Critenden Co. at McLean Co. 
Feb 23 Carlisle County at Lyon Co. 
Feb 23 Livingston at Caldwell County 

Boys 
Feb 22 Calloway Co. at Lyon County 
Feb 22 Crittenden at Mayfield 
Feb 23 Crittenden at Carlisle County 
Feb 23 Todd Central at Trigg County 
Feb 23 Livingston at Caldwell Co. 

 
Fifth District Old Timers 

   There will be an Alumni Fifth District 
basketball tournament Saturday at Ed-
dyville and Crittenden County will be 
participating. Crittenden’s first men’s 
game is at noon. Games will be all day 
long at Lyon County High School gym. 
There is no CCHS girls’ team playing.  

SOCCER 
Youth sign up Saturday 
    Crittenden County Youth Soccer As-
sociation will have registration from 9-
11 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 24 at H&H 
Home and Hardware and from 5-7 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 29 at Crittenden 
Elementary. Registration forms are 
available at The Crittenden Press. 
Deadline to register is March 1, and 
payment must accompany forms. Call 
Bridgett Tharp for more information 
270-625-4634. 
 
BASEBALL | SOFTBALL 

Youth league sign ups 
    Deadline is March 9 for boys 
and girls who want to play youth 
baseball and softball in Marion. 
Costs vary depending on the age 
of the child, and there are family 
discounts.  Skills assessment is 10 
a.m., to noon, Saturday, March 9 
for some players. For more infor-
mation call Tanner Tabor at 859-
333-9751. 
 
FOOTBALL 

Rocket stay in 2A likely 
    A proposed reclassification of 
KHSAA football teams has been 
presented, which has Crittenden 
County remaining in Class 2A 
through the 2026 season. The 
Class A First District would 
change, however, starting in the 
fall of 2025. The Rockets would 
join Caldwell County, Mayfield, Ft. 
Campbell, Todd Central and Trigg 
County, based on the current pro-
posal. Murray, which is in the dis-
trict now, would move up Class 3A 
with Union County and others. 
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STAFF REPORT  
Sidelined with a season-ending 

knee injury weeks ago, Rocket sen-
ior Travis Champion returned the 
floor briefly on senior night Friday to 
score a ceremonial basket during a 
65-46 loss to Owensboro Apollo.  

The Rockets were unable to find 
further magic and were outpaced by 
Apollo from the outset, losing for the 
21st time this season. 

Injuries, particularly the one to 
Champion, have been a challenge 
for the Rockets this winter, the first 
season for new coach Matt Fraliex. 
However, the squad has continued 
to fight through a campaign with 
only three wins. 
Walker nets 34 at HopCentral 

CCHS fell behind by a bunch 
early, but closed the gap in the sec-
ond half on the road Tuesday before 
losing 81-71 to Hopkins Central as 
Rocket Bryson Walker scored 34. 

Hopkins Central improved to 10-
17 while the Rockets fall to 3-22. 
Loss against Webster 

Crittenden County fell behind 
early and lost 67-40 to Webster 
County Thursday at Rocket Arena. 

The Trojan defense was far too 
much for the Rockets as Crittenden 
lost its fifth game in a row and fell to 

3-20 on the season. 
 
Owensboro Apollo  20    30    48  65 
Crittenden County    7     17    35  46 
APOLLO - Kelly 13, Henning 9, Williams 3, Tutt 
3, Jarboe 18, Tillopp 7, Powers 11, Johnson 2. 
FG 26. 3-pointers 6 (Kelly 5, Jarboe 2). FT:9-9. 
CRITTENDEN - Champion 2, Belcher 2, Walker 
14, Hatfield 13, Sharp 7, Keller 6, Poindexter 2, 
LaRue, Reddick, Travis, Rhodes. FG 13. 3-
pointers 3 (Water 2, Sharp). FT: 10-10 
 
Webster County      18    36    54  67 
Crittenden County    7     15    31  40 
WEBETER - McDyer 1, Starks-Scott 10, Austin 
15, Hardison 4, Michalek 4, Davis 7, Garrard 9, 
Cardwell 2, Orcutt 6, Murphy 9. FG 26. 3-point-
ers 5 (Austin 3, Davis, Murphy. FT: 14-18. 
CRITTENDEN - Belcher 3, Walker 14, Hatfield 
5, Dayberry 5, Sharp 6, Keller 2, Reddick 2, 
Travis 3, Poindexter 2, Porter, LaRue. FG: 12. 
3-pointers 5 (Walker 2, Dayberry, Sharp 2). FT: 
16-20. 
 
Crittenden County    6     21    38  71 
Hopkins Central      24    43    63  81 
CRITTENDEN – Belcher 7, Walker 34, Hatfield 
12, Sharp 6, Keller 5, Reddick 5, Poindexter 2, 
Travis, LaRue. FG 27. 3-pointers 6 (Walker). FT 
14-18. 
HOPCENTRAL – Butcher 14, Hopson 2, Dun-
lap 12, Sumner 12, Skeen 16, Mitchell 2, Gunn 
10, Jones 1, Craig 7. FG 31. 3-pointers 7. FT 
17-18. 

Girls maroon 
Madisonville 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Sophomore Anna Boone dropped 37 
points Tueseday as Crittenden County 
beat Madisonville for the first time in 
more than 40 years. 

Boone was six points from the Lady 
Rockets’ single-game scoring record in 
the 70-65 victory. 

CCHS trailed by as many as 14 in the 
first half, but Boone and Hodge got hot 
in the second period and CCHS went 
ahead by two inside of two minutes be-
fore the half and settled for a 34-all tie 
at the break. Crittenden owned the sec-
ond half despite foul trouble and being 
without foreward Andrea Federico. 

Madisonville falls to 13-12 as Critten-
den improved to 17-12 with one regu-
lar-season game to go at McLean 
County on Friday. 
Loss at Hopkinsville 

Outmanned with forward Andrea Fed-
erico out with an injury, Crittenden 
County couldn't hold onto an early lead 
Friday and lost 74-62 at Hopkinsville. 

The Lady Tigers’ quickness and re-
bounding helped them take the lead for 
good late in the third quarter and when 
CCHS leading scorer Anna Boone went 
down with an ankle injury late in the 
game, Hoptown prevailed.  

Crittenden led by five at the half 
thanks to good three-point shooting, 
but stopping Hopkinsville inside pro-
vided to be a challenge. When CCHS de-
ployed a zone offense in the second half, 
the Tiger girls shot over it. 

Crittenden had three girls in double 
figures with eighth-grader Jordyn 
Hodge leading the way with 18. 

The Lady Rockets fell to 16-12 with 
the loss while Hoptown improved to 9-
9. CCHS hadn't lost to the Lady Tigers 
since COVID.  
Madisonville            21    34    47  65 
Crittenden Co.        14    34    52  70 
MADISONVILLE – Whitsell 26, Johnson 1, Parish 3, 
Wright 5, Carney 7, Sword 20, Barber 3. FG 23. 3-

pointers 7 (Parish, Whitsell 6). FT 9-11. 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 37, Evans 9, Hodge 13, 
Holeman 5, Rushing 2, Stewart 4, Munday. FG 24. 
3-pointers 8 (Boone 6, Evans, Hodge). FT 14-18. 
 
Crittenden Co.        17    33    44  62 
Hopkinsville            15    28    49  74 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 16, Evans 13, Hodge 18, 
Rushing 6, Holeman 7, Stewart 2. FG 17. 3-pointers: 
9 (Boone 3, Evans 3, Hodge 2, Holeman). FT: 17-18 
HOPKINSVILLE - Payton 5, Davis 21, Wilson 7, 
Flemming 9, Forte 28, Murray 2, Sharper 2. FG 30. 
3-pointers 4 (Payton, Davis 3). FT:10-18. 

Champ gets 2 more

Crittenden County center Jonah Reddick has aver-
aged five points and five rebounds in his first sea-
son to play for the Rockets.

Sophomore forward Andrea Federico, pictured above in a recent contest against 
Union County, was injured in a game against Hopkins Central last week. She is ex-
pected to return later this week, but her absence has been sorely felt over the last 
couple of games.

Crittenden County’ boys’ and girls’ little league basketball teams 
have been sharpening their skills during league action this month. 
Here, Karsin Gardner makes her away around a Trigg County de-
fender. 



STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal 

Court last Thursday voted 
to revoke a business permit 
for All In One Contracting, 
a Madisonville firm that 
has been operating in the 
community for more than a 
year. 

The county cited an un-
paid, past-due accumu-
lated dumping fee in excess 
of $7,000 for the action.  

After meeting in execu-
tive session to discuss 
pending or possible litiga-
tion, Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom said the 
court is giving the roofing 
company 10 days to pay 
the bill in full or it will file 
suit against All In One.  

The move appears to be 
the first time a county 
business license has been 
revoked in more than 25 
years. 

All In One had recently 
been making hail-damage 
repairs for an insurance 
claim filed by the City of 
Marion on its buildings in 
town.  

Roofing companies have 
been using the Crittenden 
County Convenience Cen-
ter as a location to dump 
damaged roofing and con-
struction materials from 
their repair jobs. Newcom 
said the county dumping 
center is a cash-only busi-
ness; however, special con-
cessions were made for the 
companies so they could 
dump daily yet pay at the 
end of the month. He 
stated that All In One had 
paid timely for eight or nine 
months, but as of last 
Thursday had not paid a 
bill for $7,503 from Decem-
ber. He said multiple at-
tempts have been made to 
collect the delinquent ac-
count. 

“The county attorney has 
sent a letter to them with 
no response,” the judge 
said.  

In other action by the fis-
cal court during last week’s 
regular monthly meeting: 

•Magistrates approved a 
proposal from the Critten-
den County Recreation 
Center Committee to begin 
charging a fee for use of the 
former National Guard Ar-
mory. 

The county, which now 
owns the armory, devel-
oped a cooperative agree-
ment with the school 
district a couple of years 
ago which allows school 
sports teams to use the fa-
cility for indoor practices. 
The armory is also home to 
Crittenden County Adult 
Education and has been 
temporarily used by other 
agencies for various ac-
tives. Competitive youth 

archers associated with In-
side Out Archery use the 
facility and adult pickle 
ball is regularly held there. 
It can also be made avail-
able for other groups. 

Newcom said the com-
mittee that oversees what 
is now considered the 
county’s group recreational 
center has established a fee 
schedule for them. Entities 
with up to 49 members pay 
$200 per year and larger 
groups pay $300 annually. 
The armory is secured by 
an automated locking sys-
tem on doors. Group repre-
sentatives are assigned a 
key fob that electronically 
logs their times of usage. 
Groups must also pay a 
small deposit for the key 
fob. 

•The county has received 
just over $20,000 on an in-
surance claim from an am-
bulance that was involved 
in a crash on US 60 West a 
few months ago. Equip-
ment from the rig has been 
salvaged for use in another 
ComCare ambulance.  

•Crittenden County gov-
ernment approved pay-
ment of a district court 
ordered $500 attorney fee 
for an indigent person. 

•Local Extension agent 
Rebecca Woodall has been 
chosen to serve an unex-
pired term as a trustee on 
the Crittenden County 
Public Library Board. 

Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court made the appoint-
ment last week during its 
regular meeting. Woodall 
will serve until November 
2026. She will replace 
Melissa Tabor, who re-
signed. Trustees typically 
serve four-year terms. 

•Scott Hurley, who is fire 
chief of the Crittenden 
County Volunteer Fire De-
partment, was appointed to 
serve as a deputy emer-
gency management direc-
tor. He will join his brother, 
Jason Hurley, who is the 
director, and Darrell Simp-
son, who is another deputy 
director, on the EM staff. 

•The fiscal court will 
meet on a different day 
than usual during March 
due to scheduling conflicts 
with events in Frankfort. 
Next month’s meeting will 
be at 8:30 a.m., Tuesday, 
March 19. 

•Riverview Park camping 
has slowed over the coldest 
part of winter, but there 
were a half dozen overnight 
RV stays at the camp-
ground, which is operated 
by the county on the Ohio 
River. 

 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County 

Grand Jury handed down 
multiple indictments dur-
ing its regular monthly ses-
sion. 

A grand jury does not de-
termine guilt or innocense. 
It merely decides whether 
sufficient evidence exists to 
continue prosecution of a 
criminal action in circuit 
court. 

Following are February’s 
indictments. 

•Lee A. Adams, 31, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
charge of felony first-degree 
possession of a controlled 
substance (hydrocodone) 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

Adams was charged by 
State Trooper Darron Holli-
man who was assisting 
ATF Task Force in execut-
ing a search warrant at a 
home on US 641. Adams 
was at the location and it 
was determined that active 
warrants existed for arrest 
out of Lyon County. Court 
records alleged that on her 
person were a plastic bag-
gie with white residue and 
half of a white oblong pill 
identified as hydrocodone.  

•Dietra K. Moore, 30, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of flagrant 
non-support. Court 

records alleged that Moore 
is in arrears by more than 
$2,500 in child support 
payments.  

•James Hardin, 55, of 
Burna was indicted on a 
Class C felony charge of 
theft by failure to make re-
quired disposition of prop-
erty ($10,000 or more). 

The indictment alleges 
that Hardin accepted 
$12,595.10 in payment for 
materials to complete a 
contracting job for a couple 
in Marion. Court records 
say Hardin never did the 
work and kept the money. 

•An indictment warrant 
was served Monday, Feb. 
12 on Christopher Dallas 
Stump, 34, of Marion 
charging him with a Class 
C felony for trafficking in a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) more 
than 2 grams. A sealed in-
dictment had been issued 
for arrest in December. He 
was arrested last week at a 
home on US 641. 

Stump is alleged to have 
on July 6 of last year sold 
226 grams of meth, equiv-
alent to about a half of a 
pound, to a cooperating 
witness.  
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County revokes business 
license of roofing company 
for delinquent dump fees

Indictments handed 
down for drugs, 
theft, child support

STAFF REPORT 
A GoFundMe has been established to 

raise money for the Phyllis Sykes Reading 
Garden at Crittenden County Elementary 
School.  

Former students, colleagues and 
friends say an inviting, outdoor space for 
students to develop a lot for reading is 
the perfect memorial for the beloved first 
grade teacher and Marion City Council 

member. 
Search “Ms. Phyllis Sykes’s Reading 

Garden” on the GoFundMe web page or 
make monetary donations directly to 
Crittenden County Elementary School. 

The reading garden will also include a 
lending library so students can borrow 
and share books throughout the school 
year and summer months. The late  

Phyllis Sykes

Supporters start GoFundMe for Sykes Garden

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Fiscal 

Court last Thursday voted 
to revoke a business permit 
for All In One Contracting, 
a Madisonville firm that 
has been operating in the 
community for more than a 
year. 

The county cited an un-
paid, past-due accumu-
lated dumping fee in excess 
of $7,000 for the action.  

After meeting in execu-
tive session to discuss 
pending or possible litiga-
tion, Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom said the 
court is giving the roofing 
company 10 days to pay 
the bill in full or it will file 
suit against All In One.  

The move appears to be 
the first time a county 
business license has been 
revoked in more than 25 
years. 

All In One had recently 
been making hail-damage 
repairs for an insurance 
claim filed by the City of 
Marion on its buildings in 
town.  

Roofing companies have 
been using the Crittenden 
County Convenience Cen-
ter as a location to dump 
damaged roofing and con-
struction materials from 
their repair jobs. Newcom 
said the county dumping 
center is a cash-only busi-
ness; however, special con-
cessions were made for the 
companies so they could 
dump daily yet pay at the 
end of the month. He 
stated that All In One had 
paid timely for eight or nine 
months, but as of last 
Thursday had not paid a 
bill for $7,503 from Decem-
ber. He said multiple at-
tempts have been made to 
collect the delinquent ac-
count. 

“The county attorney has 
sent a letter to them with 
no response,” the judge 
said.  

In other action by the fis-
cal court during last week’s 
regular monthly meeting: 

•Magistrates approved a 
proposal from the Critten-
den County Recreation 
Center Committee to begin 
charging a fee for use of the 
former National Guard Ar-
mory. 

The county, which now 
owns the armory, devel-
oped a cooperative agree-
ment with the school 
district a couple of years 
ago which allows school 
sports teams to use the fa-
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archers associated with In-
side Out Archery use the 
facility and adult pickle 
ball is regularly held there. 
It can also be made avail-
able for other groups. 

Newcom said the com-
mittee that oversees what 
is now considered the 
county’s group recreational 
center has established a fee 
schedule for them. Entities 
with up to 49 members pay 
$200 per year and larger 
groups pay $300 annually. 
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an automated locking sys-
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sentatives are assigned a 
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son, who is another deputy 
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•The fiscal court will 
meet on a different day 
than usual during March 
due to scheduling conflicts 
with events in Frankfort. 
Next month’s meeting will 
be at 8:30 a.m., Tuesday, 
March 19. 

•Riverview Park camping 
has slowed over the coldest 
part of winter, but there 
were a half dozen overnight 
RV stays at the camp-
ground, which is operated 
by the county on the Ohio 
River. 
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possession of a controlled 
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and possession of drug 
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man who was assisting 
ATF Task Force in execut-
ing a search warrant at a 
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was at the location and it 
was determined that active 
warrants existed for arrest 
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records alleged that on her 
person were a plastic bag-
gie with white residue and 
half of a white oblong pill 
identified as hydrocodone.  

•Dietra K. Moore, 30, of 
Marion was indicted on a 
felony charge of flagrant 
non-support. Court 

records alleged that Moore 
is in arrears by more than 
$2,500 in child support 
payments.  

•James Hardin, 55, of 
Burna was indicted on a 
Class C felony charge of 
theft by failure to make re-
quired disposition of prop-
erty ($10,000 or more). 

The indictment alleges 
that Hardin accepted 
$12,595.10 in payment for 
materials to complete a 
contracting job for a couple 
in Marion. Court records 
say Hardin never did the 
work and kept the money. 

•An indictment warrant 
was served Monday, Feb. 
12 on Christopher Dallas 
Stump, 34, of Marion 
charging him with a Class 
C felony for trafficking in a 
controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) more 
than 2 grams. A sealed in-
dictment had been issued 
for arrest in December. He 
was arrested last week at a 
home on US 641. 

Stump is alleged to have 
on July 6 of last year sold 
226 grams of meth, equiv-
alent to about a half of a 
pound, to a cooperating 
witness.  
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raise money for the Phyllis Sykes Reading 
Garden at Crittenden County Elementary 
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Former students, colleagues and 
friends say an inviting, outdoor space for 
students to develop a lot for reading is 
the perfect memorial for the beloved first 
grade teacher and Marion City Council 

member. 
Search “Ms. Phyllis Sykes’s Reading 

Garden” on the GoFundMe web page or 
make monetary donations directly to 
Crittenden County Elementary School. 

The reading garden will also include a 
lending library so students can borrow 
and share books throughout the school 
year and summer months. The late  
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